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Lifting of Voluntary Expenditures1

Version 1:2

The contribution of personal funds in excess of the expenditure limits lifts the3

expenditure limits for all other candidates for the same office, in both the primary4

and the general elections.  Thus, if a Democratic candidate exceeds the limit in the5

primary election by contributing personal funds, all other candidates, including the6

Republicans, are relieved of the expenditure limits in both the primary and general7

elections.8
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Version One1

Adopt 2 Cal. Code Regs. Section 18543 to read:2

18543 - Lifting of Voluntary Expenditure Limits.3

For purposes of Government Code section 85402, subdivision (a), all candidates for a4

elective state office who have accepted the voluntary expenditure limits are not bound by those5

limits if any candidate for the same office, whether in the primary (or special) or general (or6

special runoff) election, contributes personal funds to his or her own campaign in excess of the7

limits set forth in Government Code section 85400.8

9

10

11

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Section 83112, Government Code.12
Reference: Sections 85400 and 85402, Government Code.13

14
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Version Two:1

The personal contributions in the primary by one candidate lifts the limits in2

the primary for all candidates - Republicans, Democrats, Greens, Peace and3

Freedoms, et cetera.4

Option 1 states the lifting in the primary does not affect the limits in the5

general election.  Rather, the general election operates like a separate election and6

the limits will be lifted only if a candidate in that election contributes personal7

funds, as per usual. Option 2 is slightly different, saying the general limits are8

lifted by activity in the primary if the candidate who contributed personal funds in9

the primary advances to the general.10
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Version Two1

Adopt 2 Cal. Code Regs. Section 18543 to read:2

18543 - Lifting of Voluntary Expenditure Limits.3

(a)  For purposes of Government Code section 85402, subdivision (a), in a primary (or4

special) election, the contribution of personal funds to his or her campaign by a candidate in5

excess of the limits set forth in Government Code section 85400 releases all candidates for the6

same office in the primary (or special) election from the limits set forth in Government Code7

section 85400.8

Option 1: [(b)  The lifting of expenditure limits in the primary or primary special9

election pursuant to subdivision (a) above does not lift the voluntary expenditure limits of10

Government Code section 85400 in place for the general or special runoff election.  The11

expenditure limits in place for a general or special runoff election shall be lifted for all12

candidates for a given elective state office, however, if a candidate in the general or special13

runoff election for a given elective state office contributes personal funds as described in14

Government Code section 85402, subdivision (a).]15

Option 2: [(b)  Except as provided as follows, the lifting of expenditure limits in the16

primary or special election pursuant to subdivision (a) above does not lift the voluntary17

expenditure limits of Government Code section 85400 in place for the general or special runoff18

election.  The expenditure limits in place for a general or special runoff election shall be lifted19

for all candidates for a given elective state office, however, if a candidate, who in the primary (or20

special) election contributed personal funds to his or her campaign in excess of the limits set21

forth in Government Code section 85400, advances to the general or special runoff election.  The22

expenditure limits in place for a general or special runoff election shall be lifted for all23



09/26/01 5 18543

candidates for a given elective state office if a candidate in the general or special runoff election1

for a given elective state office contributes personal funds as described in Government Code2

section 85402, subdivision (a).]3

4

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Section 83112, Government Code.5
Reference: Sections 85400 and 85402, Government Code.6
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1

Version Three:2

A primary candidate lifts the limits only for those candidates in the same party.  Options3

1 and 2 are the same as above.  Option 3 states that although the limits are lifted in the primary4

only for the given party primary in which the personal funds were contributed, the general5

election limits are lifted for all.6
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Version Three1

Adopt 2 Cal. Code Regs. Section 18543 to read:2

18543 - Lifting of Voluntary Expenditure Limits.3

(a)  For purposes of Government Code section 85402, subdivision (a), in a primary (or4

special) election, a candidate for elective state office who has filed a statement accepting the5

voluntary limits is not bound by those limits where a candidate in the same party primary for the6

same office contributes personal funds to his or her own campaign in excess of the limits set7

forth in Government Code section 85400.8

Option 1: [(b)  The lifting of expenditure limits in the primary or special election9

pursuant to subdivision (a) above does not lift the voluntary expenditure limits of Government10

Code section 85400 in place for the general or special runoff election.  The expenditure limits in11

place for a general or special runoff election shall be lifted for all candidates for a given elective12

state office, however, if a candidate in the general or special runoff election for a given elective13

state office contributes personal funds as described in Government Code section 85402,14

subdivision (a).]15

Option 2: [(b)  Except as provided as follows, the lifting of expenditure limits in the16

primary or primary special election pursuant to subdivision (a) above does not lift the voluntary17

expenditure limits of Government Code section 85400 in place for the general or special runoff18

election.  The expenditure limits in place for a general or special runoff election shall be lifted19

for all candidates for a given elective state office, however, if a candidate, who in the primary (or20

special) election contributed personal funds to his or her campaign in excess of the limits set21

forth in Government Code section 85400, advances to the general (or special runoff) election.22

The expenditure limits in place for a general or special runoff election shall be lifted for all23
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candidates for a given elective state office, however, if a candidate in the general or special1

runoff election for a given elective state office contributes personal funds as described in2

Government Code section 85402, subdivision (a).]3

Option 3: [ (b) The lifting of expenditure limits in a primary (or special) election as4

described in subdivision (a) of this regulation lifts the expenditure limits provided in5

Government Code section 85400 for the general or runoff election for all candidates for that6

office.]7

8

9

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Section 83112, Government Code.10
Reference: Government Code sections 85400 and 85402.11


